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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the * 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No 
6,742,895 to Robin. 

As per claim 1, Robin teaches a hierarchical system for providing medical information 
comprising: 

—the claimed control unit for setting forth navigation and for providing a plurality of 
medical guidance information for use by a medical professional is met by the plurality of 
physician terminals (30, Fig. 34) (see: column 11, lines 1-7). In addition, Robin teaches a home 
page which provides a user-navigable menu of content choices (see: column 5, lines 66-67); 

-the claimed means for assisting the medical professional in navigating and searching 
disease specific hierarchical information in a database is met by the Pressure Point ® home page 
(10, Fig. 1) that guides the user via a series of simple graphical interface provided for all the 
software tools necessary for effective data collection, data interpretation , results reporting and 
disease management (see: column 5, lines 53-65). In addition, Robin teaches that all clinical data 
is defined by the clinician-user and stored in a distributed searchable online library (see: column 
6, lines 19-20). Furthermore, Robin teaches the distributed database is managed and maintained 
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by a conventional server system (42, Fig. 34) equipped with storage such as RAID memory to 
serve as the repository for patient records and other data (see: column 11, lines 12-16); 

—the claimed means for distributing the hierarchical information to said medical 
practitioner is met by the network architecture allows information content to be created, 
distributed and managed by packet-based communication (see: column 10, lines 65-67). In 
addition, Robin teaches the navigation of various modules (100-400, Fig. 1) that provide visual 
displays for guiding the users through the system (see: column 5, lines 41-43); and 

—the claimed means for rating the hierarchical information is met by assigning an explicit 
rating of importance to the care process for each recommendation and by assigning an explicit 
rating of strength of evidence supporting each recommendation (see: column 7, lines 46-50). 

As per claim 2, Robin teaches a hierarchical system for providing medical information to 
medical practitioner comprising: 

—the claimed control unit for setting forth system navigation and for providing a plurality 
of rated medical guidance information stored in a database is met by the Pressure Point ® home 
page (10, Fig. 1) that guides the user via a series of simple graphical interface provided for all the 
software tools necessary for effective data collection, data interpretation , results reporting and 
disease management (see: column 5, lines 53-65). In addition, Robin teaches a disease 
management module (400, Fig. 1 1) which is based on a unique quantitative management 
methodology (rating) that ensures that the adapted practice pattern is clinically relevant and 
specific enough to provide useful information to practitioner (see: column 7, lines 41-45). 
Furthermore, Robin teaches the distributed database is managed and maintained by a 
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conventional server system (42, Fig. 34) equipped with storage such as RAID memory to serve 
as the repository for patient records and other data (see: column 11, lines 12-16); 

-the claimed means for assisting a medical professional in obtaining disease specific 
hierarchical information from the database is met by the Pressure Point ® home page (10, Fig. 1) 
that guides the user via a series of simple graphical interface provided for all the software tools 
necessary for effective data collection, data interpretation , results reporting and disease 
management (see: column 5, lines 53-65). In addition, Robin teaches that all clinical data is 
defined by the clinician-user and stored in a distributed searchable online library (see: column 6, 
lines 19-20). Furthermore, Robin teaches the distributed database is managed and maintained by 
a conventional server system (42, Fig. 34) equipped with storage such as RAID memory to serve 
as the repository for patient records and other data (see: column 11, lines 12-16); and 

-the claimed means for distributing hierarchical information to said medical practitioner 
is met by the network architecture allows information content to be created, distributed and 
managed by packet-based communication (see: column 10, lines 65-67). In addition, Robin 
teaches the navigation of various modules (100-400, Fig. 1) that provide visual displays for 
guiding the users through the system (see: column 5, lines 41-43). 

As per claim 3, Robin teaches a method for generating medical information in a global 
computer system comprising the following steps: 

—the claimed authoring a plurality of medical related guidance statements related to 
specific diseases and rating said information based upon at least one reliability criterion is met by 
the physical examination performed at every follow-up visit by the physician that includes 
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assigned rating for recommendation and rating strength of evidence supporting each 
recommendation (see: column 8, lines 23-40 and Fig 13A-13D); 

—the claimed placing the plurality of statements in an accessible database as a module 
and linking thereto a plurality of additional information and data related to the guidance 
statements is met by primary menu bar that allows navigation of the entire site for easy access to 
various modules 100, 200, 300 or 400 via the "Home", "Store Info", "Patient Database", "Help", 
and "Sample Reports" buttons (see: column 6, lines 27-31). In addition, Robin teaches a wide 
variety of supporting information is available by pressing the "Information" button, and this 
action directs the user to the Information Page of Fig. 3 (see: column 6, lines 42-44). 
Furthermore, Robin teaches the distributed database is managed and maintained by a 
conventional server system (42, Fig. 34) equipped with storage such as RAID memory to serve 
as the repository for patient records and other data (see: column 1 1, lines 12-16); and 

-the claimed providing end users with access to statements and modules via a user 
interface is met by the Pressure Point ® home page (10, Fig. 1) that guides the user via a series 
of simple graphical interface provided for all the software tools necessary for effective data 
collection, data interpretation, results reporting and disease management (see: column 5, lines 
53-65). In addition, Robin teaches the navigation of various modules (100-400, Fig. 1) that 
provide visual displays for guiding the users through the system (see: column 5, lines 41-43). 

As per claim 4, Robin teaches the claimed each module corresponds to a specific disease. 
This limitation is met by the disease management module (400, Fig. 10) including the "Disease 
Management Pathways" designed as an overview of the various symptoms and management 
techniques for all forms of glaucoma (see: column 7, lines 26-33 and column 8, lines 41-46). The 
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Examiner considers the categorical severity of the disease (mild, moderate and severe) as 
corresponding to a specific or different disease. 

As per claim 5, Robin teaches the claimed additional information comprises both drug 
related and non-drug related information. This feature is met by the secondary clinical review 
performed by specialist who offers recommended treatment options, medications, as well as 
information about the management of the disease (see: column 5, lines 15-19 and Fig. 7). 

As per claim 6, Robin teaches a method for generating medical information for use in a 
global computer system comprising the following steps: 

-the claimed authoring and pre-storing a plurality of medical related guidance statements 
related to specific diseases and providing for each a qualitative rating based upon the evidence 
supporting the statement is met by assigning an explicit rating of importance to the care process 
for each recommendation and by assigning an explicit rating of strength of evidence supporting 
each recommendation (see: column 7, lines 46-50). In addition, Robin teaches that a panel of 
experts assigns rating to improve the quality of the patients care in a meaningful way (see: 
column 7, lines 50-53). Furthermore, Robin teaches the distributed database is managed and 
maintained by a conventional server system (42, Fig. 34) equipped with storage such as RAID 
memory to serve as the repository for patient records and other data (see: column 11, lines 12- 
16); 

-the claimed placing the guidance statements within an accessible database as a module 
and linking thereto a plurality of additional information and data related to the guidance 
statements is met by primary menu bar that allows navigation of the entire site for easy access to 
various modules 100, 200, 300 or 400 via the "Home", "Store Info", "Patient Database", "Help", 
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and "Sample Reports" buttons (see: column 6, lines 27-31). In addition, Robin teaches a wide 
variety of supporting information is available by pressing the "Information" button, and this 
action directs the user to the Information Page of Fig. 3 (see: column 6, lines 42-44). 
Furthermore, Robin teaches the distributed database is managed and maintained by a 
conventional server system (42, Fig. 34) equipped with storage such as RAID memory to serve 
as the repository for patient records and other data (see: column 11, lines 12-16); and 

-the claimed providing end users with access to statements and modules via a user 
interface such that the guidance statements, additional information and, data are accessible is met 
by primary menu bar that allows navigation of the entire site for easy access to various modules 
100, 200, 300 or 400 via the "Home", "Store Info", "Patient Database", "Help", and "Sample 
Reports" buttons (see: column 6, lines 27-31). In addition, Robin teaches a disease management 
module (400, Fig. 10) including the "Disease Management Pathways" designed as an overview 
of the various symptoms and management techniques for all forms of glaucoma (see: column 7, 
lines 26-33 and column 8, lines 41-46). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

In related art (6,918,771) Arington et al. teaches stimulation method and system based on 
a distributive processing model is used for training and educating health-care teams. 

In related art (5,517,405) McAndrew et al. discloses a problem solving expert system, 
which is particularly useful in managing the health care of individual patient. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert W. Morgan whose telephone number is (571) 272-6773. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571) 272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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